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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for transporting digital images is
provided. In one embodiment, a personal electronic hand-
held digital camera executes an application program that
enables a user of the camera to send one or more digital
images, formed by and stored in the camera, from the
camera to a destination. One or more addresses describing
one or more destinations are selected or identified. One or
more stored digital images are selected and associated with
the one or more addresses. Optionally, a voice message is
recorded and associated with the one or more addresses. The
camera is coupled to a data communication network, and a
transport operation is initiated. Under control of the
application, the camera sends the selected images to the
designated destinations over the data communication net-
work. When an address is a physical address, for example,
a postal mail address, the selected images are automatically
routed to a central server. At the central server, tangible
copies of the selected images are printed, packaged, and sent
to the physical address. Each image may be marked with an
authentication stamp that uniquely identifies the image or
the camera that created the image, guarding against unau-
thorized alteration.

38 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets
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